
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

2015 SUMMER	 

CURE's 7th International 
Conference on Human Rights & 
Prison Reform 
 will be in San Jose, Costa Rica, in early 
2017. If you are interested in participating, 
please email Charlie Sullivan 
at cure@curenational.org and you will 
receive more information as the details of 
the Conference emerge. 
The last three Conferences have been held 
in Geneva Switzerland, Abuja, Nigeria, 
and Bangkok, Thailand. Usually, there has 
been about sixty participants representing 
twenty countries. 
For those that are more fluent in French, 
Spanish and Portuguese than in English, 
please email  Bruno Van Der 
Maat   brunodvm@yahoo.com. 
“Act Concerning Excessive Use 
of Force” and a “Second Chance 
Society” bill  approved. 
 
New Haven lawmakers saw years of 
lonely advocacy of criminal-justice 
reforms to protect citizens from brutal 
cops and blacks and Latinos from mass 
incarceration suddenly come to fruition—
thanks in part to the assassination of nine 
people at the hands of a white supremacist 
in a historically black church in 
Charleston, S.C.  
 After annually shooting down the New 
Heavener's’ proposals, the state’s 
suburban-dominated House and Senate 
handily approved two reform packages in 
a special session, an “Act Concerning 
Excessive Use of Force” and a “Second 
Chance Society” bill. 
The packages, which await the governor’s 
expected signature, include previously 
defeated measures proposed by State Sens. 
Gary Winfield and Martin Looney, such as 
eliminating extra “drug-free zone” 
penalties for narcotics purchasers and 
holding cops legally accountable for 
arresting most people who photograph or 
video-record them in public, and/or 
confiscate their cameras. the country, did 
the bill get over the top in Connecticut. 

 

	  

	   	  
	  
 Two such incidents of police abuse of activists Luis Luna in New 
Haven in 2010 and Father Jim Manship in East Haven in 2009 
originally led Looney in 2011 to advance the proposal; but only this 
year, when citizen videos captured fatal encounters with police 
elsewhere in in the country, did the bill get over the top in 
Connecticut. 
The packages also require that independent investigators (prosecutors 
from outside a local district or specially named investigators) probe 
all civilian deaths at the hand of police; streamline the probation and 
parole process; push departments to hire more officers of color; and 
promote the spread of body cameras worn by police, with a 
requirement that video footage be preserved. Winfield has been at the 
forefront of those proposals as well, which like Looney’s camera bill 
would either get voted down or not even make it to a vote. One bill 
headed to Gov. Malloy’s desk took aim at making a number of 
changes to policing including requiring state law enforcement 
officers and municipalities that receive Office of Policy and 
Management grants to wear body cameras, holds police departments 
liable for cops who interfere with people recording them and requires 
departments to develop guidelines for the recruitment, retention and 
promotion of minority officers. (Read an Office of Legislative 
Research analysis of that bill here.) 

The other bill that the governor is expected to sign eliminates 
mandatory two-year minimum sentences for non-violent drug 
offenders caught with illegal substances within 1,500 feet of a a 
school, day care center or public-housing development. (Read an 
OLR analysis of this bill here.) Malloy came to New Haven 
specifically to illustrate how urban centers were impacted by the 
enhanced penalties of the “drug-free zones.” (Read more about that 
here.) The House passed the bill 98 to 46 while the Senate approved 
it 23 to 13. 
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UN Standard Minimum Rules: 
Welcoming the adoption of the revised 
Rules by the Commission on Crime 
Prevention and Criminal Justice  
 
The 24th session of the UN Commission on Crime 
Prevention and Criminal Justice (the “Commission”), 
the Commission adopted the revised text of the UN 
Standard Minimum Rules for the Treatment of 
Prisoners.  
The UN Standard Minimum Rules were first adopted 
in 1955 by the first UN Congress on the Prevention of 
Crime and Treatment of Offenders and are widely 
seen as being the main document related to the 
treatment of prisoners. In December 2010, a 
resolution by the UN General Assembly called for a 
targeted revision of the Rules. While acknowledging 
that the Rules stood the test of time, updates were 
needed to mirror the developments in international 
standards, as well as to reflect advances and best 
practises in correctional science. The 
Intergovernmental Expert Group created to carry out 
this revision met at four occasions and, during their 
last meeting in March 2015 in Cape Town, adopted 
the revised UN Standard Minimum Rules. This 
revised text has today been endorsed by the UN 
Commission on Crime Prevention and Criminal 
Justice and are now called the “Mandela Rules” to 
honour the former President of South Africa who 
spent many years as a prisoner.  
APT welcomes the revised Rules that provide for 
better protection of persons deprived of their liberty. 
In particular, the revised Rules introduce in the 
preamble the basic principle of the absolute 
prohibition of torture and ill-treatment under any 
circumstances. Besides, the revised Rules also 
broaden and clarify the standards on discipline and 
sanctions, prohibiting several practises like solitary 
confinement in excess of 15 consecutive days, 
collective punishment or reduction of diet or drinking 
water. Important safeguards such as access to a 
lawyer have been strengthened. The revised Rules 
now provide for external inspections by independent 
bodies to ensure that procedures and practises are in 
accordance with the law and implemented. This task 
of external inspection is at the heart of the work 
carried out by the National Preventive Mechanisms 
established under the Optional Protocol to the UN 
Convention against Torture.  
The revised Rules will now have to be considered by 
the UN General Assembly during its 70th session in 
December 2015. 

	  

The Association for the Prevention of Torture (APT) 
and the Catholic Bishops’ Conference Prison 
Ministry of Brazil condemn the serious violations of 
human rights that occurred in Maranhão´s prison 
system. We express our greatest concern regarding 
the omission by state authorities, the Executive, 
Legislative and Judiciary branches, the Prosecutor´s 
Office and the federal government, in taking concrete 
measures to avoid and prevent these violations.  
The prison system of Maranhão, characterized by 
severe overcrowding, a high rate of prisoners in 
pretrial detention, and the centralization of prisons in 
the capital, continues to exhibit a situation of ongoing 
risk that needs to be broadly debated in order to 
achieve a real change and avoid the repetition of such 
tragic events.  
The violence within the prison system, as well as that 
which takes over the streets of the State of Maranhão, 
have its roots in much broader and more complex 
factors that go beyond the prison system itself. The 
political and economic system that permeates the 
State feeds into the extreme social and economic 
inequality of its population, the endemic corruption, 
and the weakening of democratic institutions, which, 
in turn, contribute to perpetuating poverty and 
increasing the vulnerability of much of its population. 
Maranhão is the state with the second lowest human 
development ranking in the country.  
We recall that the State, when depriving a person of 
liberty, takes on the specific and material 
commitment of guaranteeing his or her fundamental 
rights and has a duty to take all preventive measures 
necessary to ensure the observance of human rights, 
particularly the rights to life and physical and mental 
integrity. It is not admissible under any 
circumstances for the State to leave people in 
detention at their own risk, exposing them to 
situations of permanent risk, threats of violence, and 
abuse by other detainees.  
The responsibility of the authorities of Maranhão is 
even greater, considering that these deaths and acts of 
violence could have been avoided. Local civil society 
organizations had denounced the worsening and 
aggravation of the tension and violence inside prisons 
on previous occasions, through reports and 
public hearings. Recommendations of the 
APT and the Prison Pastoral of Brazil on the 
prison system in the State of Maranhão 

Waheed Ahmad  
Advocate High Court 
Chairman Child Rights Committee Lahore Bar 
Association  (2015-16) 
Lahore  , Pakistan  
 
 

	  

Recommendations on the prison 
system in the State of Maranhão  
 
Geneva/São Paulo,. The atrocities and brutal 
violence that occurred in the State of Maranhão 
among people deprived of their liberty, with the 
death of 60 people in prisons and reports of rape of 
female relatives during prison visits, of all citizens, 
both inside and outside prisons.  
	  



	  
	  
	  
	  
	  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

Missouri activists lobby to shorten 
prison time  Soli Salgado  | Kansas City, 
Mo. 
Missouri groups are working to shorten prison 
sentences for nonviolent offenders who are good 
candidates for parole but are denied access to the 
parole process. The groups lobbied at the state 
capitol March 11 for amendments to two 
mandatory-minimum state laws that toughen the 
release process for first-time, nonthreatening 
offenders. 
Citizens United for the Rehabilitation of Errants 
(CURE) and the NAACP proposed revisions to 
two state mandatory minimum sentencing laws: 
life without parole, and a provision that ensures 
inmates with Class A felonies serve at least 85 
percent of their sentence before facing the parole 
board. The groups lobbied for three house bills that 
include these revisions. 
"So many of these men and women were arrested 
when they were teenagers -- they did one violent 
crime when they were very young, practically 
children," said Hedy Harden, chair of Missouri 
CURE. "Many of them have already been there for 
20 years and have changed their way of thinking. 
They're just not a threat to society anymore and 
deserve a second chance. We're not talking about 
letting everyone out. We're talking about just 
letting them have a chance for parole, where the 
board will still have to make the final decisions." 
Harden said more than 120 people attended the 
lobbying event. Other participating coalitions 
included Empower Missouri, End 85% Law, 
Families and Friends Organizing for Reform of 
Juvenile Justice, Family United Transportation 
Services, Human Dignity and Economic Justice 
Coalition, Kansas City Criminal Justice Task 
Force, Mothers of Incarcerated Sons and 
Daughters, Show-Me No 85, and Stop Mass 
Incarceration. 
Missouri-CURE and the NAACP proposed 
revisions to state legislators for the 85 percent 
statute, supporting three bills aimed to modify the 
current laws:House Bill 491 presses to reduce 
sentences to 50 percent for first-time offenders 
before they are eligible for parole.  

• House Bill 657 proposes exclusions for 
those guilty of second-degree murder and 
for sex offenders -- provisions that CURE 
doesn't favor, but supports for legislative 
momentum.  

• Senate Bill 189 would provide a 
possibility for a parole hearing for those 
who have served at least 15 years, 
including those with sentences of life 
without parole. 

 
 

 
 

 

"The current law impedes crime prevention efforts 
and compromises public safety," the CURE and 
NAACP proposal states. "It creates not only an 
unwarranted burden on taxpayers by not considering 
these efforts [toward rehabilitation], but also makes 
no real common sense to the meaning of 
rehabilitation." 
It also notes that longer sentences with shorter 
parole periods hinder the offender's chance to 
partake in educational and vocational programs 
meant to ease reentry into society. 
"We believe that prison should only be for those 
who must be incarcerated, and prisoners should 
have all the resources needed to turn their lives 
around," Harden said. "The only purpose to be in 
prison should be for rehabilitation and education." 
This year, challenging the mandatory minimum laws 
in Missouri originated with prisoners, with 
donations from them and their families funding 
these efforts through the NAACP in Jefferson City. 
Harden said that many of the prisoners fighting the 
85 percent minimum are not doing so just to be 
released, as their extensive sentences provide little 
hope for that. 
Joseph Williams, president of NAACP Branch 
44AC at the South Central Correctional Center in 
Licking, Mo., wrote to NCR from prison, because 
"our branch has a strong belief in the church's role 
in bringing about change in the world." 
Williams is currently serving a 700-year sentence, 
yet is still fighting to reduce the mandatory 
minimum to 50 percent. 
"They're doing this because they've grown up and 
realized it's the right thing to do," Harden said. 
 
In 1994, Missouri passed the Truth-in-Sentencing 
Act, designed to lessen the disparity between court 
sentences and actual time served in prison. The 
mandate ensured that an offender guilty of a Class A 
felony -- including assault, arson, robbery, murder, 
forcible rape of a child, and some drug crimes -- 
must serve at least 85 percent of his or her sentence 
before facing a parole board. Life without parole, on 
the other hand, denies an offender the chance of 
ever facing the board, despite progress in 
rehabilitation Harden said states were motivated to 
impose the 85 percent requirement when the federal 
Violent Crime Control and Law Enforcement 
Act of 1994 authorized grants to states that 
passed truth-in-sentencing legislation. 
Missouri received millions of dollars from 
the government and built five maximum-
security prisons. "Now Missouri is trying to 
keep people to fill up those prisons," people 
in there." 
 
 
 
 
	  



	  
	  
	  
	  
	  

 

  

Harden said. "It's like they don't want to let anybody 
go, as expensive as it is to keep in a country that 
contains one in four of the world's prisoners, 
Missouri's state prison population is 16 percent higher 
than the national average, having more than 31,500 
state inmates, according to the Bureau of Justice 
Statistics. Between 1990 and 2013, the state's prison 
population doubled (nearly half the inmates being 
nonviolent offenders), while the corrections budget 
has more than tripled since 1994. 
A 2000 statement by the U.S. Conference of Catholic 
Bishops indicated that parole and probation systems 
should be prioritized as alternatives to incarceration, 
especially for nonviolent offenders. "Abandoning the 
parole system, as some states have done, combined 
with the absence of a clear commitment to 
rehabilitation programs within prisons, turns prisons 
into warehouses where inmates grow old, without 
hope, their lives wasted," the bishops stated. 
Tougher restrictions for parole not only increase the 
prison population, but age it. "We in the U.S. have the 
highest incarceration rate of any country, so certainly 
these issues at some point are going to have to come 
into play," said Rita Linhardt, senior staff associate at 
Missouri Catholic Conference. 
Though the conference hasn't taken an official stance 
on the 85 percent requirement, its focus has been on 
life without parole for juveniles. "If we keep 
sentencing people to life without parole -- juveniles or 
adults -- we'll have a geriatric prison that's basically a 
nursing home," she said. .According to a 2014 study 
by Urban Institute, prisoners age 50 and older can 
cost about three to five United States were more than 
65 years old -- a number projected to triple by 2019. , 
but it's also making it harder to imprison parole 
violators, causing overcrowding in Missouri county 
jails. 
Not only are the mandatory minimum provisions 
keeping nonthreatening offenders behind bars times 
more than younger prisoners per year, largely due to 
treatment for chronic diseases. In 2011, about 5,000 
prisoners in the"Wouldn't it make more sense to allow 
first-time offenders to earn their way out at 50 percent 
by showing good behavior, than to allow repeat 
offenders to continue to walk our streets?" noted End 
85% Law on its website. The group adds that the 85 
percent provision gives prisoners no incentive for 
good behavior, and likely encourages them to adapt to 
prison culture for survival. The U.S. bishops noted in 
their 2000 statement that punishment for punishment's 
sake is never justifiable: "Punishment must have a 
redemptive purpose." 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

"We believe that both victims and offenders are children of 
God," the bishops stated. "Despite their very different claims 
on society, their lives and dignity should be protected and 
respected. We seek justice, not vengeance. We believe 
punishment must have clear purposes: protecting society and 
rehabilitating those who violate the law." 
The bishops' statement noted that U.S. history tells us the 
prison system was "built on a moral vision of the human 
person and society -- one that combined a spiritual rekindling 
with punishment and correction. But along the way, this 
vision has too often been lost. … Our society seems to prefer 
punishment to rehabilitation and retribution to restoration." 
Vital to proper rehabilitation, the bishops said, is ensuring 
inmates keep in contact with family members -- a difficult 
task when facilities are purposely located in remote areas, 
undermining family ties that could aid in restoration and help 
them understand the harm they've done, which would better 
prepare them to reintegrate into society. 
Fighting Against Mass Incarceration Yearly (FAMILY), an 
affiliate of Missouri CURE, began in December with the 
intent to accommodate transportation out of Kansas City and 
St. Louis to Jefferson City for those interested in lobbying 
March 11. Ashley Parker, a student at Texas Southern 
University in Houston, organized carpools for those who 
either couldn't drive themselves or didn't have the funds. 
Parker said she hopes FAMILY will become a platform to 
provide prisoners with supplies or help families visit loved 
ones,  
"When a lot of people go away to jail, they lose contact 
between family and friends, so we wanted to be a go-to 
support system," said Parker, who was inspired to join CURE 
when her boyfriend was sent to prison. "We want to help 
prisoners who are trying to reach out, trying to prove that they 
have rehabilitated themselves over the years, especially for 
the first-time offenders -- people who went to jail at a young 
age and can show themselves capable of being law-abiding 
citizens now." [Soli Salgado is an NCR Bertelsen intern].] 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 



	  
	  
	  
	  
	  

 

  

. Why The U.S. Won’t Let the U.N. 
Look Inside Its Prisons 

After a half-decade and a mandate by the U.N. to 
investigate solitary confinement practices, U.N. 
torture rapporteur Juan Mendez had to find a 
backdoor into an American jail. Today, his 
findings are released in a report. 
In 2010, Juan Mendez was appointed Special 
Rapporteur on Torture and other Cruel, Degrading 
and Inhumane Treatment by the United Nations. 
His mandate is wide in size and scope—to expose 
and document torture wherever it exists on the 
planet today.  
Since the beginning of his mandate Mendez has 
made criticizing the overuse of solitary 
confinement a priority. In 2011, he issued a report 
stating that 22 or 23 hours a day alone in a prison 
cell for more than 15 days at a time can cause 
permanent, lasting psychological damage and can 
constitute torture. 
This problem, he emphasized, is particularly 
severe in the U.S., where prisoners are routinely 
held under such conditions for months, years and 
even decades at a time. Many have never 
committed a violent crime. 
Fast-forward five years. The U.S. government has 
yet to grant Mendez access to a single isolation 
pod in any U.S. prison. The clock is ticking. 
Mendez has a mere 20 months left of his term, and 
he has yet been able to substantiate his reports 
with a firsthand investigation. 
“The U.S. was voted into the Human Rights 
Council—a position that carries with it an 
obligation to cooperate," he says. When he speaks, 
Mendez wears a look of weary determination 
befitting of his post.  
"I’m disappointed to still be waiting for the State 
Department to respond to my request. I’ve been 
waiting over two years.” 
“That fact that he hasn’t received a response is 
contemptible,” says Laura Rovner, legal expert on 
prison conditions from University of Denver. “It 
puts the U.S. in the company of countries like 
Syria, Pakistan, and Russia that also have been 
unresponsive to requests for country visits.”  
“Given the length of the delay,” Rovner continues. 
“You have to wonder about the reason, whether 
it's motivated by concerns about what the Special 
Rapporteur will find inside these prisons.” 
Then suddenly, last December, Mendez was 
allowed access to California’s Pelican Bay State 
Prison—a facility known for keeping inmates in 
isolation indefinitely in its Security Housing Unit 
(SHU). 
This visit did not come about through the official 
channels Mendez had long been appealing to, 
however. Instead, he found a way in to one of the 
most notorious prisons in the country through a 
kind of backdoor. 
"I’m disappointed to still be waiting for the State 
Department to respond to my request. I’ve been 
waiting over two years.” 

“I was allowed in as an expert,” Mendez says in 
his first interview since he toured Pelican Bay 

"I’m disappointed to still be waiting for the State 
Department to respond to my request. I’ve been waiting over 
two years.” 

“I was allowed in as an expert,” Mendez says in his first 
interview since he toured Pelican Bay State Prison, “but not 
wearing my U.N. hat.” 
The request came from the Center for Constitutional Rights 
(CCR) and was approved by California Judge Claudia 
Wilken. The visit will facilitate Mendez’s appearance as an 
expert witness in court for a class-action lawsuit, Ashker v. 
Brown, challenging prolonged solitary confinement as 
unconstitutional. Mendez’s report was submitted to the court 
on Friday. 
During his tour of Pelican Bay State Prison, Mendez was 
allowed to traverse its multilevel pods virtually 
unencumbered. Flanked by an entourage of prison guards 
and administrators, his first request was to be taken to the 
cell of 37-year-old John Martinez, whom he found kneeling 
on the concrete floor. 
Struggling to stand on wobbly legs, Martinez greeted 
Mendez with a huge smile. “My mom asked you to come see 
me?” he asked. 
Martinez’s mom is Dolores Canales, co-founder of 
California Families Against Solitary Confinement (CFASC). 
She has been at the center of California’s struggle to expose 
the abuse of solitary confinement since 2013 [2011], when 
the largest prison hunger strike in American history erupted 
across the state—which Martinez immediately joined. 
A self-taught jailhouse lawyer, Martinez spends most of his 
day where Mendez found him, kneeling in front of an old-
fashioned typewriter resting on the concrete block that also 
serves as his bed frame. His cell is windowless, 8 by 10 feet 
in diameter, and he’s only allowed out of it for an hour a day 
to exercise in a slightly larger, open-ceiling cell they call the 
“dog run.” 
“I saw Johnny two weeks after Mendez’s visit,” Canales 
says, referring to the 15-hour drive she makes once a month 
for her three-hour no-contact visit with her son through thick 
plexiglass. “His face just lit up when he told me about it. 
That’s something I haven’t seen happen very often in the last 
14 years.” 
“A lot of journalists get in and just dismiss the whole thing,” 
Canales continues. “They see prisoners playing chess in their 
cells by calling the moves down the hall and think, ‘This 
can’t be that bad.’ They have no idea what they’re looking 
at, what solitary confinement actually does to a person. 
Mendez is different, he’s studied torture for decades—and 
he’s been there himself.” 
Mendez endured torture as a political prisoner in Argentina 
in the 1970s, including periods in solitary confinement. He’s 
also seen conditions of isolation in countries around the 
globe. At Pelican Bay Mendez was allowed private, non-
monitored visits with 11 of the named plaintiffs of Ashker v. 
Brown, each of which have spent between 10 and 29 years in 
isolation. 
	  

	  



	  
	  
	  
	  
	  

 

  

“Some have TV, books, a pen and paper,” Mendez says. 
“But clearly any mitigating factors are outweighed by 
the sheer duration. Isolation should be described in 
terms of days, maybe weeks…but never years or 
decades.” 
Human rights groups estimate that as many as 80,000 
people are kept in solitary confinement in U.S. prisons 
on any given day. This is far more, per capita, than any 
other country in the world. Yet the U.S. government 
continues to make statements to the contrary. Just last 
October a U.S. spokesperson stood in front of the UN 
Committee on Torture stating that “no systematic use of 
solitary confinement exists in the United States.” 
“In judging other countries the State Department has 
regularly treated the use of prolonged solitary 
confinement as a violation,” says Rovner. “We like to 
see ourselves as an indispensible force for human rights. 
Yet solitary confinement conditions in this country are 
inconsistent with international standards.” 
The State Department was contacted for comment on 
this story but failed to reply. 
“When someone is covered with blood and has broken 
bones,” Mendez continues, “we don’t say, ‘Oh, that’s 
not torture, they’ll heal eventually.’ It’s the 
psychological aspect that we accept as cruelty.” 
One of the plaintiffs, Fernando Bermudez, has spent the 
last 33 years of his life in solitary confinement. He was 
“validated” as a gang associate and is therefore serving 
an indefinite sentence in Pelican Bay’s SHU. Roughly a 
thousand others are in the same position. The majority 
did not commit a violent act to get there. 
“For a legitimate reason, like attacking another inmate 
or a guard, short periods in isolation can be acceptable,” 
says Mendez. “But you can’t claim someone is part of a 
gang because they have a drawing that celebrates black 
or Mexican culture.” 
“Somebody made a decision to put them in the SHU and 
to keep them there,” Mendez continues. “The only way 
for them to end their punishment is to debrief, which 
means telling on others. That’s textbook-definition 
coercion.” 
“All of these factors combined amount to more than just 
cruel and unusual punishment,” concludes Mendez. 
“There’s no doubt in my mind this is torture.” 
Canales is hopeful that Mendez’s findings, in 
conjunction with CCR’s lawsuit [trial] slated to begin in 
December 2015, at the very least will force change in 
California’s Department of Corrections’ policy. 
“My son and 30 thousand others risked their lives on 
hunger strike so we could get to this point,” she says. 
“But we can’t work toward a solution until they admit 
there’s a problem.” 
“These findings won’t be easy to brush off,” Canales 
continues. “That’s why the State Department hasn’t let 
Mendez in in the first place.” 
“My mandate is not over and I haven’t given up,” 
Mendez says. “I’m still waiting to be listened to.” 
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Message from the President 

Dear friends, 

           Please go to Home of International CURE 
to see our new website. I think you will be very 
impressed as we are. Our webmaster, Paul Kruger, 
has done a terrific job! 

           However, it is not complete. I think Paul 
would say that we are at the "checklist time," Below 
are my recommendations for the checklist. You may 
have a few. If so, please email them to me.  

Charlie 
 
(1) Too much emphasis on U.S. Although  I realize 
that U.S. CURE has been in existence much longer 
than other country chapters, we should highlight 
worldwide issues as much as possible.Besides 
Nigeria and Ghana, there may be other websites that 
should be linked. 

(2) This is especially true in regard to VOCAL. It 
needs to be explained better. For example,The link to 
South Sudan prisoners voting is fantastic is this 
regard. Of course, the links to about a dozen videos 
and documents still need to be done. 

(3) "join and donate" needs to be more prominent. 
Also, we need to work on where these will be 
processed. Subscribe will go to Aya in Japan while 
donate will go to Kay in U.S. Since newsletter 
subscriptions are automatic for donors, then the 
names, email addresses and country should be sent to 
Aya too. 

(4)I think Solitary Watch should be linked from the 
Control Units position. 

Charles Sullivan, President, International CURE 
 
	  

	  

Pope Francis to meet with homeless 
people, immigrants and prisoners  
 
- Pope Francis will meet with homeless people, 
immigrants and prisoners during his upcoming 
trip to Cuba and the United States and become 
the first pope to address the U.S. Congress. 
He'll also preside over a meeting about religious 
liberty — a major issue for U.S. bishops in the 
wake of the Supreme Court's gay marriage 
decision.  
The Vatican published the itinerary Tuesday for 
the eagerly awaited Sept. 19-28 visit. 
Francis added the Cuba leg onto the start of his U.S. 
trip after helping contribute to the historic thaw in 
U.S.-Cuba relations. 
In Cuba, he'll celebrate Mass in Revolution Square 
in Havana — as both of his immediate predecessors 
did during their trips to the Caribbean island nation. 
He'll travel to Holguin and pray before the Virgin of 
Charity of Cobre, the patron of Cuba, and meet with 
Cuban families in the eastern city of Santiago. 
Francis arrives in Washington, D.C., on Sept. 22 and 
the next day will be welcomed at the White House 
by President Barack Obama. 
He will address Congress on Sept. 24, and will meet 
with homeless people later in the day at a local 
parish, St. Patrick's. 
On Sept. 25, Francis will speak on sustainable 
development at the United Nations, where he'll have 
another opportunity to voice his concerns about the 
environment. 
Republicans in the U.S. Congress, and even some 
Republican U.S. presidential candidates, have 
largely shrugged off Francis' denunciation of the 
current global economic system in which he says 
wealthy countries exploit the poor and pollute the 
Earth in the process. 
Nevertheless, U.S. House Speaker John Boehner 
said lawmakers were welcoming the unprecedented 
papal address to Congress "with open ears and 
hearts." 
Francis will host an interfaith gathering at Ground 
Zero in New York and meet with children and 
immigrant families in Harlem. 
Unlike his predecessors, Francis has no meeting 
planned with the Jewish community, though 
U.S. church officials said Jewish 
representatives would participate in the 
interfaith event. An unannounced encounter 
with victims of priestly sexual abuse is also a 
possibility. 
 



	  
	  
	  
	  
	  

 While Pope Paul VI in 1965, St. John Paul II in 1979 
and Benedict XVI in 2008 celebrated Mass in Yankee 
Stadium, Francis will celebrate Mass for a smaller 
crowd in Madison Square Garden. He'll On Sept. 26, 
he will join the church's World Meeting of Families in 
Philadelphia, a big rally for the Catholic Church's 
traditional teaching on families. He will host a 
"meeting for religious liberty" on Independence Mall 
with immigrants and the Hispanic community, the 
Vatican itinerary said. 

U.S. Catholic bishops have for years also preside over 
a vespers service at the newly spruced-up St. Patrick's 
Cathedral. 

decried what they say are attacks on religious liberty, 
particularly over national health care laws that require 
insurance coverage for contraception. The bishops' 
latest rallying cry has come in the wake of the Supreme 
Court decision declaring that same-sex marriage is 
legal nationwide. 

While the decision does not compel any clergy — 
Catholic or otherwise — to marry gay couples, there 
are concerns that the massive network of faith-based 
charities, hospitals and schools in the U.S., many of 
which accept some government funding, will be forced 
to recognize same-sex couples by providing benefits to 
same-sex spouses or placing adoptive children with 
gay couples. massive network of faith-based charities, 
hospitals and schools in the U.S., many of which 
accept some government funding, will be forced to 
recognize same-sex couples by providing benefits to 
same-sex spouses or placing adoptive children with 
gay couples. While Francis has fiercely upheld church 
teaching that marriage is between a man and woman, 
he and the Vatican as a whole tend to consider 
religious liberty in more global terms, with Christians 
being slaughtered for their faith across the Middle East 
and parts of Africa by Islamic militants 

"I wouldn't be surprised if he reminded Americans that 
religious freedom issues in the United States are not 
the same as religious freedom issues around the globe," 
said Christopher Bellitto, an expert on church history at 
Kean University in New Jersey. 
Francis will visit prisoners at the Curran-Fromhold 
Correctional Facility in Philadelphia before celebrating 
the final Mass of the family meeting on Sept. 27, a 
celebration expected to draw some 1.5 million people 
in what is expected to be his largest gathering on U.S. 
soil.  

 

 

	  

Battling Dementia In Older Inmates 
 
A report by Japanese newspaper Mainichi 
Shimbun has revealed that Oita Prison, which is 
located on the eastern coast of Kyushu, is battling 
dementia in its older inmates by having them play 
games on a Nintendo DS (thanks RocketNews24). 
In Oita Prison, 21 percent of the inmates are aged 
over 65, which is a little bit higher than Japan’s 
national average of 18.2 percent, whereas in the 
US only 2.2 percent. In Oita Prison, 21 percent of 
the inmates are aged over 65, which is a little bit 
higher than Japan’s national average of 18.2 
percent, whereas in the US only 2.2 percent of the 
prison population is 65 or over according to the 
Federal Bureau of Prisons. All over the planet the 
number of pensioners in prison is increasing and 
with One prison official from Oita Prison said that 
those who have dementia see their condition 
worsen once they’ve bring imprisoned, reporting 
that he has had to deal with older prisoners 
hallucinating and hearing voices. To try to help 
those prisoners over 65-years-old to battle 
dementia, Oita Prison set-up a special. program in 
2010 that let those older inmates volunteer to 
partake in sessions two or three times a month. 
This involves doing yoga, stretching exercises, and 
playing brain training games on a Nintendo DS. 
“The DS is the most fun part. I want to 
keep my brain sharp by practicing like 
this,” said one inmate in his sixties who 
had been incarcerated for fraud.  The 
warden in charge of the over-65s program 
at Oita Prison wants to see more support 
of older prisoners once they are released. 
“After they get out of prison, I hope they 
will take steps to continue to look after 
their [mental] health, such as using the 
DS,” he said. “We need a support system 
for prisoners once they are released, too.” 
Read more stories about Nintendo DS on 
Siliconera.  
	  

 

 

 

  

 

 

 
 


