
Louisiana CURE would like to wish everyone a Happy Holiday and let’s work for a better year for 2015!!! 
 

The Supreme Court  agreed to decided recently to whether a decision it made in 2012 barring mandatory life-without-parole 
sentences for juvenile killers must be applied retroactively, it’s a case from Louisiana and we will be keeping up with it.  
 

Does Life mean Life in Louisiana?:  Guest Writer Atty. Keith Nordyke 

For as long as I have been practicing law, with almost all of those  years dealing with long termers at Angola- I thought 
that a life sentence was served until the prisoner died within the walls of the prison.   My faith in that certainty has been shaken 
recently. 

Through 2008, life did mean life.  In other words, a prisoner was sentenced to death in prison.  In the last six years, a 
sentence of death in prison has become a little more rare due to legislative changes. 

The first crack in the sentencing wall came with the ameliorative provisions of Act  533 of 2009 which made heroin lifers 
eligible for parole after having served fifteen years.   Since this legislation most of the former heroin lifers have been paroled and 
gone home.  Very few of these lifers are left in the Louisiana penal system. 

The next cracks came almost simultaneously and from different sources.  First, in 2010 the United States Supreme Court 
granted relief to non-homicide lifers who were juveniles at the time of the offense.  These “Graham” lifers have been leaving 
Angola at a steady rate as they become eligible and as they prove to the Parole Committee that the offender is not a risk to 
public safety and that the offender is prepared and ready to live in society. 

 The Louisiana legislature gave Habitual Offenders with life sentences and not serving time for violent offense or sex 
offenses a break in Act 401 of 2012.  That enactment banded relief by age and years served.  Age at the time of receiving the life 
sentence determines the years to be served.  Just as an example, an offender who was age 50 at the time she received the life 
sentence would have to serve ten years.  There are other requirements such as obtaining a GED, and no write-ups within a year. 

2012 also saw juveniles who committed homicides potentially granted relief from the life sentence   The Miller case 
from the United States Supreme Court requires that a life sentence not be mandatory.  Further, a life sentence for a juvenile 
should be “rare.”   Although the Miller issue is still in litigation as to retroactivity, there is now hope that perhaps 300 Louisiana 
“Miller” lifers will ultimately be eligible for release.   

In less than four years, four categories of lifers have been granted relief.  As prisons cost more to operate and as 
lifers and other long sentence inmates comprise larger proportions of the population, pressure will likely build to expand 
relief from the life sentence to other categories of lifers.  Hopefully, the legislature will view the success of the lifer release 
experiment thus far, note the results of a recent LSU study of second degree murder releases showing a zero recidivism rate 
and consider expansion of parole to a larger class of lifers.  

************************************************************************************ 

LA CURE issues for 2015 

 Parole eligibility for Lifers is our priority. 

 Ban the Box from Employment applications for returning  citizens. (The Civil Service Commission votes to Ban the Box” on City job 
application in New Orleans) That’s a Victory. 

 Return of Voting rights for returning citizens that are on parole, there are over 69.900 men and women living in Louisiana ineligible to 
vote due to begin under probation/parole supervision. 

 Legislature changes to Pardon procedures, when recommendation are made by the appointed board and it just sits on the Governor desk 
for years. 

 Remember, the ongoing eTc Campaign (Equitable Telephone Charges) is working to improve and cut the high cost of the prison 
telephone systems. You can help by letting your Public Service Commissioner or local legislator know how unfair it is for you to have pay 
such high costs to talk with your loved one.  

CURE is a membership organization of families of prisoners, prisoners, former prisoners and other concerned citizens. CURE’s two goals are to use prisons only 
for those who need to be in them and for those who need to be in them, to provide them all the rehabilitative opportunities they need to turn their lives 
around.  
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CURE is a volunteer organization. Letters 
are answered by volunteers. We 
appreciate the letters you send and do 
read them. We may not be able to 
answer them all, but we are interested 
in hearing from you and will do our best 
to address your issues and concerns, 
either by writing back, through our 
newsletter, or by taking other action. 

 

Please do not send legal 
documents to CURE.  CURE does 

not offer legal services. 

Please note that All Memberships due 

for 2015: CURE memberships will run 

from January to December  

Information and food for thought for Returning Citizens: From Tax Burdens to Tax Payers 

Pre-Release/Reentry Programs History: 
 

2003 – Louisiana Legislature mandated 100 hours of life skills to be provided to offenders 
incarcerated in state correctional facilities. 
Topics include Job Readiness Skills, Financial Literacy, Parenting, Substance Abuse 

Education, Communication and Victim Awareness 
No funding was appropriated, Corrections expected to implement within regular 

budget 
 

2004 – Federal Grants Provided funding for Initial Reentry Program 
Open the door to community & faith-based organizations to partner with correctional 

facilities to provide resources and volunteers to implement reentry programs. 
 

2014 – Today DOC has standardized 10 module pre-release program, Probation & Parole 
Officers trained in reentry, five active reentry coalitions across state, Getting Ahead 
approved for good time credit, recidivism rate lowering 

 
**According to the Louisiana Department of Correction, 17,000 offenders release back to 
communities across the state.  Of the 17,000 offenders, only 4,000 come out of State run facilities.  
The other 14,000 offenders release form local jails and detentions centers like Pointe Coupee 
Detention Center. 
 
Reentry Benefiting Families 
 
Why We Do What We Do – It’s Not Only the Right Thing to Do, But the Smart Thing to Do…Economically 

 
Cost of Incarcerating 

$24,000 per year for Adult 
$80,000 per year for Juveniles 

In comparison, yearly tuition to Harvard is $40,000 and LSU is $16,000 
 

Wow Moment:  For every dollar Louisiana spends on higher education, we spend 46 cents on 
correction (The Pew Center on the State’s Public Safety Performance, March, 2009) 

Wow Moment:  According to Ready4Work, a national job-preparedness program, it costs as 
little as $1,000 a semester to train someone in a skill. 

Cost of Incarceration ($24,000 annually) Versus Cost to Train ($4,000) 
 

You Do the Math!!! 
Excerpted from RBF from Tax Burdens to Tax Payers Public Presentation 

 
Does Reentry Program Work? 
 

Recidivism Rates (Repeat offenses) 
National – 67.5% 
Louisiana – 48% 
Dixon Correctional Institute (First facility in State to implement full Pre-Release/Reentry 

programming) 
Prior to 2004 – 50% 
Data from 2004 to 2012 – 35% 

Same time frame as aggressive implementation of pre-release life skills 
program, and other reentry activities were implemented 

Same results are being realized across the U.S. where reentry programs have 
been implements. 

 
Wow Moment:  For every 1% decrease in state recidivism a savings to the state 

budget is realized in the amount of $12 million 
 

Source:  La. Dept. of Public Safety & Corrections 

 
 
 

2 

http://www.curelouisiana.org


Projected Outcome of Implementation of Reentry Programs at Pointe Coupee 

Detention Center = Lower Recidivism 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Additional Outcomes of Implementation of Reentry Programs at Pointe Coupee 

Detention Center = Lower Recidivism + Saving Tax Payer Dollars 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
********************************************************************************************************** 

What can YOU do to help improves the criminal justice system? 
Become better informed!   

How?  Attend La. CURE meetings...go to the La. CURE’s website (www.louisianacure.org) and the state legislature’s 
website (www.legis.state.la.us)...know who your state representatives and state senators are and communicate 
with them by letters, emails and phone calls! Be an advocate and  talk it up with others...become an active member 
of LA CURE and invite a friend!  
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Standardized DOC Pre-Release Curriculum 

Implementation of Additional Program 

Results  

Provides 10 Modules of 
Life skills to topics to 

include: 
 

 Job Readiness 
Skills 

 Money 
Management 

 Substance Abuse  
         Education 

 Victim Awareness 

 Family 
Relationships 
Communications 

 Values 
Clarification, etc. 

Licensed Social Worker 
provides additional 
extended evidence based 
rehabilitation programs to 
include in-depth Substance 
Abuse & Addiction 
Education, Parenting & 
Fatherhood Skills, Anger 
Management 

88 offenders have 
graduated from the 
program and 213 are 
participating presently. 
 
Education/Chapel Building 
is being built which will 
increase capacity for more 
offenders to participate and 
the addition of several 
others extended 
rehabilitation programs as 
well as job skills training, 
(carpentry & welding) 

Creation of Pointe Coupee Reentry Advisory Council & Mentoring Program 

Increased Job Skills Programs 

Results 

Business and community 
members meet regularly to 
receive updates and provide 
advice on how to continue to 

improve program. 
 

Ministers from the area have 
received training in mentoring 

and will be match with a 
“returning citizen” to insure 

their successful return to 
society.  Additional mentors 

are needed. 

Providing “returning 
citizens” with skilled 
craftsmen level training to 
insure they obtain livable 
wage jobs and move from 
Tax Burdens to Tax Payers. 

Not only for “returning 
citizens” and their 
families, but for all New 
Roads citizens. 



 

 

 

 

 

 

School-to-prison pipeline: Research done by: Whitney Hall,  LA CURE Member 

The term "school-to-prison pipeline" is a phrase that is used by education reform activists and organizations such as the American 

Civil Liberties Union (ACLU), the Justice Policy Center, Advancement Project, and the New York Civil Liberties Union (NYCLU) to 

describe what they view as a widespread pattern in the United States of pushing students, especially those who are already at a 

disadvantage, out of school and into the American criminal justice system. 
 

If you can make the time to watch Brave New Films: Justice #2 Documentary “The School to Prison Pipeline” it will do you good. It 

enlightens, inspires to make a change, and “if you’re like me”, also angers and bring up some feelings of hopelessness for our youth 

concerning the systematic limitations and manipulations being set before, and brought upon them. Personally, I am emotionally 

lead to do something about this attack on our youth; what about you…?  This widespread trend called “School to prison pipeline” is 

working adamantly at depriving our youth of their right to a fair start and promising future, or a future at all for that matter. This 

life seeking beast is especially fixated on our minority and mentally challenged youth. 
 

 There are many components that fuel the “School to prison pipeline” pattern, and out of those many components there are core 

components that comprise them. Some of those core components are: zero tolerance policies, high-stake standardized testing, 

Excessive policing, and Disciplinary alternative schools. To begin, zero tolerance policies and other school disciplines like 

suspensions, expelling, or arrest have taken over what use to be a simple trip to the principal’s office for minor infractions which in 

turn are causing our young students to become non-violent  juvenile offenders before completing high school. Wikipedia quotes 

The American Bar Association in its criticalness of these policies, the association calling zero tolerance policies a "one-size-fits-all 

solution has redefined students as criminals."  Tolerance.org also gives a great point in stating that “Students from two groups—

racial minorities and children with disabilities—are disproportionately represented in the school-to-prison pipeline. African-

American students, for instance, are 3.5 times more likely than their white classmates to be suspended or expelled, according to a 

nationwide study by the U.S. Department of Education Office for Civil Rights. Black children constitute 18 percent of students, but 

they account for 46 percent of those suspended more than once”. 
 

Sadly, though very difficult to digest, these are or present realities. The second, contributing component is high-stake standardized 

testing, fairtest.org describes this somewhat bios type of testing by saying  “High-stake testing turns many classrooms and schools 

into test prep centers rather than offering rich, engaging, well-rounded instruction.”  They go on to state that, “Rote and narrow 

instruction bores and alienates students, making them tune out and feel they are little more than their scores (Fair Test, 2004).” 

They also state, “As a result of these factors, urban graduation rates have decreased. Some students see no realistic option other 

than dropping out; some are deliberately pushed out or fail the tests. 
 

Either way, these young people are much more likely to end up in trouble or in prison.”  This has broken down in detained what is 

happening to our endangered youth throughout the United States, and what will continue to happen if nothing is done to correct 

this great injustice. The third contributing component of the school to prison pipeline that is being listed is Excessive policing. 

Excessive policing (in a nutshell) causes youth to feel and believe that they are in fact, the animals that they are being treated as. 

The ACLU further explains this debilitating phenomenon by stating that “Many under-resourced schools become pipeline gateways 

by placing increased reliance on police rather than teachers and administrators to maintain discipline.”  

 

Dr. Martin Luther King may have said it best when he said, “Injustice anywhere is a threat to justice everywhere.” 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/School-to-prison_pipeline 
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Losing freedom, Losing Identify 

One of the basic needs of every person is to be known, that is, to be able to share who we are.   One of the ways we do that is by 

telling someone our name; in a way it's basic to our identity. One a recent visit to a pastor in Shreveport I learned something new 

about being incarcerated.  It's not that it's new to the inmates, the residents, but the conversation with the pastor revealed to me 

just how precious our freedom is. 

The pastor was on the phone with a resident of a regional correctional center, and he told the young man he wanted to send him a 

letter and that he needed the correct spelling of his name.  The young man said, "Pastor, this is how I spell my name but you must 

really have my number on that letter."  The pastor said, "Well, I just want to make sure I have your name down correctly."  The 

young man said, "Pastor, they don't care about by name, but if you don't have my number down, your letter will never get to me!"   

The pastor after the call was over began to think about the conversation and what the resident of the prison said about the 

number.  It was not often that he became angry, but the more he thought about the fact that the number was more important 

than the man's name, the angrier he became.  It seemed such an injustice that one's name is less important than a number. 

When you go to prison, you become another number.  Is that what we want to happen to those in our correctional centers.  I 

don't think so.  We need a better way.  We are better than that, and so are those behind walls known by their numbers. 
The Rev. Dan Krutz, Louisiana Interchurch Conference 

Baton Rouge, LA 

www.lainterchurch.org  

************************************************************************* 

RESOLUTIONS…..RESOLUTIONS…..RESOLUTIONS??? 

Jay Jackson, La. CURE Secretary: 

 
For all of us who are concerned about the criminal justice system, it’s that time of the year again...the time when we 

finish up one year and start making resolutions to do better in the next!  But before we start planning for next year, 

let’s see how we did with this year.   

Below is a list of 10 basic questions…let’s see how we do!  Circle Y for “Yes” or N for “No”.     

 Do you know who your state representative is? Y     N  (Write it here) ____________________ 

 Do you know who your state senator is?     Y     N  (Write it here) _________________________ 

 Has a criminal justice issue concerned you enough for you to even consider contacting your state representative or your 
state senator?   Y     N   

 Have you contacted your state representative or state senator within the past 12 months?     Y     N 

 Have you attended a La. CURE meeting in the last 12 months?     Y     N 

 Did you attend a state legislature committee meeting during the 2014 session?     Y     N 

 Have you been to the La. Legislature’s website in the last 12 months?     Y     N 

 Have you visited the La. CURE’s website in the last 12 months?     Y     N 

 Have you encouraged others to get involved with criminal justice issues?     Y     N 

 Do you know what the letters C.U.R.E. stand for?     Y     N  (Hint:  it’s on the front cover)!  
 

If you have 7 or more “Y” answers…congratulations, you passed!  
For 2015, make a resolution to GET MORE INVOLVED and let’s all try to make 2015 a better year!  Happy New Year!!       

——————————————————————————————————————————————————————————— 
Comments from the President: 
I would like to wish you and your family the very best for the coming New Year!! 2014 had its high and lows, a couple of victories 
with plenty of defeats for those in and out of prison. LA CURE’s main focus continues to be parole eligibility for lifers. As you can 
tell issue is about giving out information, so you and your families can get involved. Your support is necessary, get involved. 

 
“Today’s prisoners are tomorrow’s neighbors.” 
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www.louisianacure.org 
 
Where you will find: 

 What CURE is all about 

 The History of CURE 

 The Criminal Justice bills La. CURE follows in the state legislature 

 Current Criminal Justice topics being discussed 

 National and State newsletters, monthly meeting minutes, 
organization bylaws & other documents 

 Links to International CURE, National CURE, Louisiana State 
Legislature, Louisiana Department of Corrections, Louisiana Public 
Service Commission & more! 

 
       

                                                               
Let’s Stay Connected 

www.louisianacure.org 
_________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Thank you, Pauline and Charlie! 
Let’s salute Pauline and Charlie Sullivan, forty-two (42) years ago, in 1972, they founded a Texas-based 
organization with the antiquarian-sounding name Citizens United for the Rehabilitation of Errants. Known 
more widely through its acronym, (CURE), the organization began as a program that provided prison-bound 
bus rides for visiting family members of incarcerated men and women. 
 
As Charlie Sullivan has said, “We realized that if we were ever going to have any success in prison reform in 
Texas, we would have to ‘adjust our marketing strategy.” And that stands the same today, after forty-two 
years. So, Louisiana CURE salutes Pauline and Charlie, congratulations, we have to keep the ball rolling. 

Visit our Louisiana CURE website 
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Louisiana CURE………………………………………………..2014 in Review 

The year started off with some very good ideas at our January meeting!  “Expungement” and “Ban the Box” were 

brought up with the suggestion that we get the state legislature to address these issues.  Also, an idea brought up by 

one member to get a bill introduced in the upcoming legislative session that would require the Governor to act within 

90 to 120 days on recommendations by the Pardon and Parole Board. 

Immediately following a board of directors meeting, the February general meeting had a lively discussion about 

getting La. CURE on Facebook to help promote the organization.  It was agreed that we follow the direction of the 

national chapter and let members promote the organization on their personal Facebook page, if they wish.  

Bills had begun to be filed in time for the March meeting and reviews of several dozen bills were discussed.  March 

22nd was also set as the date La. CURE’s annual legislative workshop. 

On the heels of the legislative workshop, the April meeting was a review of the many of the criminal justice bills that 

were discussed at the workshop.  Special La. CURE t-shirts were suggested for members to wear when attending 

committee meetings at the legislature 

The May meeting was challenged with terrible weather and the traffic situation made it almost impossible for many 

members to attend.  Checo provided an update on the progress of some of the bills before the legislature. 

District Court Judge Trudy White told members at the June meeting about an upcoming reentry court that she would 

be heading up.  She was planning a visit to Angola to see what work had been done about reentry. Judge White 

mentioned that she was getting tremendous support from the other judges in District Court.    

At our July meeting, President Checo Yancy reviewed the organization’s bylaws and what guidelines each state chapter 

needed to do to comply.  The statuses of different bills from the legislature were also reviewed. 

A board meeting was held in August, immediately before the general meeting and the idea of scheduling the general 

meeting less often was brought up.  Suggestions to have 3 or 4 main topic for the newsletter were mentioned.  The 

question was asked, “Who would write them”?  At the general meeting, plaques to recognize previous pioneers of La. 

CURE were suggested and names were nominated.  

A review of a meeting and workshop at LCIW on August 15th was discussed at the September meeting.  A report from 

LSU on Crime and Policy Evaluations that focused on recidivism was handed out. 

Nominations and elections for President and Secretary were scheduled in October but because of scheduling conflicts 

for many, the elections were moved to November.  Ideas of scheduling the time for board meetings, email lists and 

finding other members who might be interested in holding an office were talked about. 

The President and the Secretary were elected (or re-elected) at the November meeting.  Checo Yancy was re-elected 

President and Jay Jackson was re-elected Secretary.  Discussions were lively about the newsletters.  Questions about 

how often should newsletters be sent out and who would be willing to write articles were discussed.  The idea about 

contracting an intern or college student was suggested.     

As always, December brings us all together during the holiday season to share our common interest in a very festive 

way!  Merry Christmas!!   

Jay Jackson 

La. CURE Secretary 
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Thank You. 

Please fill in and mail this application to: 

Louisiana CURE, P.O. Box 181 
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